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National  Congress  Pax  Christi  USA
Chicago,  16 –  19 July  2009

Towards  Global  Zero  of Nuclear  Weapons  Now.
An  Appeal  to the  USA:  Make  use  of the  momentum!  Yes,  

you  can!

Pa x  Ch r i s t i ,  the  Int e r n a t i o n a l  Ca t h o l i c  pe a c e  mo v e m e n t ,  wi t h  mo r e  tha n  
100  me m b e r  or g a n i s a t i o n s  ac t i v e  wo r l d w i d e ,  ha s  rep e a t e d l y  an d  
co n s i s t e n t l y  ca l l e d  for  di s a r m a m e n t  of  al l  we a p o n s  of  ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n  
(WMD):  nu c l e a r ,  ch e m i c a l  an d  bio l o g i c a l . 1  Ov e r  the  ye a r s ,  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  
US A  ha s  al s o  tak e n  the  lea d  in  cam p a i g n i n g  wi t h i n  the  Ca t h o l i c  Ch u r c h  
for  the  tot a l  ab o l i s h m e n t  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  Da v e  Ro b i n s o n ,  the  
Ex e c u t i v e  Di r e c t o r ,  we n t  to  Ja p a n  in  Ma y  2009  and  vis i t e d  the  sym b o l i c  
cit i e s  of  Hi r o s h i m a  an d  Na g a s a k i ,  wh i c h  ha v e  be e n  bo m b e d  by  US  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  at  the  en d  of  Wo r l d  Wa r  II.  

Nu c l e a r  ar m s  ar e  on e  of  the  mo s t  inh u m a n e  of  al l  we a p o n s .  Th e y  ar e  
rig h t l y  ca l l e d  we a p o n s  of  ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n  an d  we a p o n s  of  ma s s  ter r o r .  
Nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  ar e  ind i s c r i m i n a t e  in  the i r  ef f e c t s .  Th e y  res u l t  in  
wi d e s p r e a d  an d  ma s s i v e  de v a s t a t i o n ,  an d  ca u s e  lon g- las t i n g  rad i o a c t i v e  
da m a g e .  De s i g n e d  to  ter r i f y  as  we l l  as  de s t r o y ,  the s e  we a p o n s  ca n,  in  the  
ha n d s  of  ei t h e r  st a t e s  or  ter r o r i s t s ,  ca u s e  de s t r u c t i o n  on  a  vas t l y  gr e a t e r  
sc a l e  tha n  an y  co n v e n t i o n a l  we a p o n s .  Th e y  ha v e  the  po t e n t i a l  to  ki l l  
tho u s a n d s  of  pe o p l e  in  a  sin g l e  at t a c k ,  an d  the i r  ef f e c t s  ma y  pe r s i s t  in  the  
en v i r o n m e n t  an d  wi t h i n  hu m a n  bo d i e s ,  in  som e  cas e s  ind e f i n i t e l y .   On e  
po w e r f u l  les s o n  I ret a i n e d  fro m  the  bo m b i n g  of  Hi r o s h i m a  an d  Na g a s a k i  is  
no t  on l y  the  ki l l i n g  of  tho u s a n d s  of  pe o p l e  an d  the  de s t r u c t i o n  of  the  
en v i r o n m e n t  bu t  the  fac t  tha t ,  se v e r a l  ye a r s  lat e r  (ove r  60  ye a r s),  
sc i e n t i s t s  ac k n o w l e d g e  tha t  som e  ef f e c t s  ha v e  be e n  pa s s e d  to  a  new  
ge n e r a t i o n  (birt h  de f e c t s ,  for  ex a m p l e).

As  lon g  as  an y  st a t e  po s s e s s e s  suc h  we a p o n s  ot h e r s  wi l l  pe r s i s t  in  
ac q u i r i n g  the m .  As  lon g  as  su c h  we a p o n s  rem a i n  in  an y  st a t e ’ s  ar s e n a l ,  
the r e  is  a  ris k  tha t  the s e  we a p o n s  wi l l  be  us e d  on e  da y ,  ei t h e r  by  int e n t i o n  
1 Pax Christi International - www.paxchristi.net - search for “disarmament.”
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or  ac c i d e n t ,  wh e t h e r  by  rog u e  sta t e s  of  ter r o r i s t  or g a n i s a t i o n s .  An y  us e  of  
the s e  we a p o n s  wo u l d  sim p l y  be  ca t a s t r o p h i c .   

Th e  co n c e p t s  nu c l e a r  no n- pr o l i f e r a t i o n ,  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t ,  an d  the  
pr o h i b i t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  tes t s  ar e  int i m a t e l y  int e r c o n n e c t e d  an d  mu s t  be  
ad d r e s s e d  as  so o n  as  po s s i b l e  wi t h  ef f e c t i v e  ini t i a t i v e s  at  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  
lev e l .  Th e  pr e v e n t i o n  of  bo t h  nu c l e a r  pr o l i f e r a t i o n  an d  nu c l e a r  ter r o r i s m  
ar e  hig h  pr i o r i t i e s  for  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  In t e r n a t i o n a l .  Nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  sh o u l d  
be  ou t l a w e d  an d  the  thr e a t  an d  the  nu m b e r s  of  ex i s t i n g  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  
sh o u l d  be  red u c e d  to  ze r o .

Immoral  to Use,  to Threaten  and  to Posses s

In  Ap r i l  2005,  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  Int e r n a t i o n a l  iss u e d  a  st a t e m e n t  on  the  oc c a s i o n  
of  the  2005  No n  Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  (NPT) Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e  at  the  UN  
in  Ne w  Yo r k . 2 In  tha t  st a t e m e n t ,  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  In t e r n a t i o n a l  rea f f i r m e d  its  
po s i t i o n  tha t  it  is  imm o r a l  for  st a t e s  an d  no n- sta t e  ac t o r s ,  inc l u d i n g  
ter r o r i s t s ,  to  us e,  thr e a t e n  wi t h ,  or  po s s e s s  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  At  the  sa m e  
tim e ,  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  In t e r n a t i o n a l  rem i n d e d  pa r t i c i p a n t s  at  the  NP T  me e t i n g s  
of  the i r  leg a l  ob l i g a t i o n  to  ac h i e v e  co m p l e t e  an d  irr e v e r s i b l e  el i m i n a t i o n  of  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  an d  to  ho n o u r  the  pr o m i s e s  the y  ma d e  at  the  NP T  
Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e  in  2000  to  st r e n g t h e n  the  No n  Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  
an d  reg i m e .  

As  the  Int e r n a t i o n a l  Co u r t  of  Ju s t i c e  (ICJ) una n i m o u s l y  an d  ca t e g o r i c a l l y  
po i n t e d  ou t  in  its  Ad v i s o r y  Op i n i o n  on  Legality of the Threat or Use  of 
Nuclear Weapons (8  Ju l y  199 6),  the s e  we a p o n s ,  inc a p a b l e  of  be i n g  
co n t a i n e d  in  sp a c e  an d  tim e ,  ha v e  the  po t e n t i a l  to  de s t r o y  al l  ci v i l i z a t i o n  
an d  the  en t i r e  ec o s y s t e m  of  the  pl a n e t .  No  tas k  ca n  the r e f o r e  be  mo r e  
ur g e n t  tha n  the  el i m i n a t i o n  of  thi s  po s s i b i l i t y ,  wh i c h  ca n  on l y  be  ac h i e v e d  
thr o u g h  the  tot a l  el i m i n a t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .

Ov e r  the  pa s t  ce n t u r i e s ,  ma n k i n d  ha s  en d e a v o u r e d  to  ba n  the  
de v e l o p m e n t  an d  us e  of  we a p o n s  tha t  fai l  to  di s c r i m i n a t e  be t w e e n  
civ i l i a n s  an d  co m b a t a n t s  as  we l l  as  we a p o n s  tha t  ca u s e  cr u e l  an d  
2 27 April 2005, read in English, French and Spanish DIS.22.EFS.05.



un n e c e s s a r y  su f f e r i n g .   Th e  ICJ’ s  Ad v i s o r y  Op i n i o n  ma i n t a i n s  an d  af f i r m s  
thi s  tra d i t i o n .

Challenges  Ahead

Mo r e  tha n  a  de c a d e  ha s  pa s s e d  sin c e  the  ICJ  so  ca t e g o r i c a l l y  fo r m u l a t e d  
thi s  ob l i g a t i o n ,  an d  ye t  we  se e  a  co n t i n u e d  rea d i n e s s  to  de v e l o p  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s  an d  ma i n t a i n  nu c l e a r  ar s e n a l s .  We  al s o  se e  the  pr o l i f e r a t i o n  of  
nu c l e a r  da n g e r s  al l  ar o u n d  us,  wh i c h  co n t i n u o u s l y  inc r e a s e s  the  da n g e r  
of  a  nu c l e a r  we a p o n  be i n g  us e d  by  som e o n e ,  so m e w h e r e .  We  se e  ma n y  
br o a d  so u r c e s  of  inc r e a s i n g  da n g e r  inc l u d i n g  the  ea s i e r  ac c e s s i b i l i t y  of  
the  tec h n o l o g y  fo r  the  co n s t r u c t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  du e  to  mo d e r n  
com m u n i c a t i o n  me t h o d o l o g i e s .  Th i s  nu c l e a r  da n g e r  is  als o  re l a t e d  to  
se v e r a l  sp e c i f i c  ch a l l e n g e s :  

(1)No r t h  Ko r e a  rec e n t l y  ter m i n a t e d  its  co o p e r a t i o n  wi t h  the  
int e r n a t i o n a l  co m m u n i t y  an d  kic k e d  ou t  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  ins p e c t o r s  
mo n i t o r i n g  its  nu c l e a r  ac t i v i t i e s .  Th e  No r t h  Ko r e a n  nu c l e a r  tes t  of  25  
Ma y  2009  is  a  so u r c e  of  pr o f o u n d  co n c e r n .

(2)Ov e r  2000  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  tes t  ex p l o s i o n s  ha v e  be e n  co n d u c t e d  
so  far  by  Ch i n a ,  Fr a n c e ,  Ind i a ,  Pa k i s t a n ,  Ru s s i a ,  the  Un i t e d  
Ki n g d o m ,  an d  the  Un i t e d  St a t e s ,  ea c h  on e  co n t a m i n a t i n g  the  
en v i r o n m e n t ,  thr e a t e n i n g  the  pe a c e  an d  st i m u l a t i n g  the  nu c l e a r  
arm s  rac e.  Th e r e  is  no  ne e d  for  an y  fur t h e r  tes t i n g  by  an y  co u n t r y .

(3) Ir a n  co n t i n u e s  to  en r i c h  ur a n i u m .  Th e  US A  ha s  joi n e d  Ru s s i a  an d  
som e  Eu r o p e a n  co u n t r i e s  in  ne g o t i a t i o n s  wi t h  Ira n ,  bu t  an  
ag r e e m e n t  wi l l  be  ha r d  to  rea c h .  On  the  4 th of  Ju n e  2009  in  Ca i r o ,  
Pr e s i d e n t  Ba r a c k  Ob a m a  st a t e d :  “Th i s  iss u e  ha s  be e n  a  so u r c e  of  
ten s i o n  be t w e e n  the  Un i t e d  St a t e s  an d  the  Isl a m i c  Re p u b l i c  of  Ira n .  
[…]  Th i s  is  no t  sim p l y  ab o u t  Am e r i c a ' s  int e r e s t s .  It  is  ab o u t  
pr e v e n t i n g  a  nu c l e a r  arm s  rac e  in  the  Mi d d l e  Ea s t  tha t  co u l d  lea d  
thi s  reg i o n  an d  the  wo r l d  do w n  a  hu g e l y  da n g e r o u s  pa t h .”

(4)Th e  go v e r n m e n t  in  Pa k i s t a n  co u l d  co l l a p s e  du e  to  int e r n a l  un r e s t .  
Th i s  wo u l d  rai s e  se r i o u s  co n c e r n s  ab o u t  the  com m a n d  an d  co n t r o l  



of  Pa k i s t a n ’ s  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  an d  co u l d  thr e a t e n  st a b i l i t y  in  the  
reg i o n  an d  be y o n d .  Si m i l a r  sc e n a r i o s  co u l d  ha p p e n  in  ot h e r  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s  st a t e s  as  we l l .  

Al l  of  the s e  da n g e r s  wi l l  on l y  be  ov e r c o m e  by  a  co n c e r t e d  an d  
co o p e r a t i v e  gl o b a l  ef f o r t  to  br i n g  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t  un d e r  st r i c t  an d  
ef f e c t i v e  int e r n a t i o n a l  co n t r o l .  

Hopeful  Statements

Re c e n t  st a t e m e n t s  at  the  hi g h e s t  int e r n a t i o n a l  an d  na t i o n a l  lev e l s  rai s e  
un i v e r s a l  ho p e s  tha t  the  go a l  of  to t a l  el i m i n a t i o n  is  no t  illu s o r y  bu t  is  wi t h i n  
rea c h .  Am o n g  the s e  is  UN  Se c r e t a r y- Ge n e r a l  Ba n  Ki-mo o n ’ s  “Fiv e  Po i n t  
Pr o p o s a l  for  Pr o g r e s s  on  Di s a r m a m e n t ,”  an n o u n c e d  in  Oc t o b e r  2008 3 and  
U.S.  Pr e s i d e n t  Ba r a c k  Ob a m a ’ s  ca t e g o r i c a l  st a t e m e n t  in  Pr a g u e  on  5  
Ap r i l  2009,  reg a r d i n g  “Am e r i c a ’ s  com m i t m e n t  to  se e k  the  pe a c e  an d  
sec u r i t y  of  a  wo r l d  wi t h o u t  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .”  “And  as  a  nu c l e a r  po w e r  –  
as  the  on l y  nu c l e a r  po w e r  to  ha v e  us e d  a  nu c l e a r  we a p o n  –  the  Un i t e d  
St a t e s  ha s  a  mo r a l  res p o n s i b i l i t y  to  ac t.  We  ca n n o t  su c c e e d  in  thi s  
en d e a v o u r  alo n e ,  bu t  we  ca n  lea d  it.”4 

On g o i n g  mo d e r n i s a t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  ar s e n a l s  hig h l i g h t s  the  imp o r t a n c e  of  
an d  the  ne e d  for  go o d  fai t h  ne g o t i a t i o n s  tow a r d s  tot a l  nu c l e a r  
di s a r m a m e n t .  Th e  20 1 0  Nu c l e a r  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  Re v i e w  
Co n f e r e n c e  of f e r s  an  ou t s t a n d i n g  op p o r t u n i t y  to  pu r s u e  thi s  ob j e c t i v e . 5 

3 Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General, Address to the East-West Institute: The United Nations and 
Security in a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World (Oct. 24, 2008), 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/sgsm11881.doc.htm.

4 Remarks by President Barack Obama, Hradcany Square, Prague, Czech Republic (Apr. 5, 2009), 
available at http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-By-President-Barack-Obama-In-
Prague-As-Delivered.

5 26 April – 21 May 2010.



On  30  Ap r i l  2009,  the  Co- Pr e s i d e n t s  of  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  Int e r n a t i o n a l ,  Ms g r .  
La u r e n t  Mo n s e n g w o  an d  Ma r i e  De n n i s ,  se n t  a  let t e r  to  Pr e s i d e n t  Ba r a c k  
Ob a m a  st a t i n g  tha t :   

Wi t h  yo u r  as s u m p t i o n  of  the  of f i c e  as  the  Pr e s i d e n t  of  the  Un i t e d  
St a t e s  of  Am e r i c a  an d  yo u r  rec e n t  sp e e c h e s  an d  ac t i o n s ,  the r e  ha s  
be e n  a  res u r g e n c e  of  ho p e  for  glo b a l  se c u r i t y ,  su s t a i n a b l e  
int e r n a t i o n a l  pe a c e  an d  hu m a n  de v e l o p m e n t  am o n g  the  pe o p l e s  of  
the  wo r l d .   It  is  imp o r t a n t  tha t  thi s  op p o r t u n i t y  is  se i z e d  by  al l,  
lea d e r s  an d  wo r l d  cit i z e n s ,  for  ge n u i n e  pr o g r e s s  in  the s e  ar e a s  an d  
to  tra n s l a t e  thi s  ho p e  int o  rea l i t y  for  al l,  in  ou r  glo b a l  vil l a g e  on  thi s  
pl a n e t . 6

In  the  let t e r  a  ref e r e n c e  wa s  ma d e  to  the  13  st e p s  wh i c h  we r e  ag r e e d  
up o n  by  the  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  st a t e s  at  the  rev i e w  co n f e r e n c e  of  the  
Nu c l e a r  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  in  2000,  he l d  at  the  UN  in  Ne w  Yo r k  du r i n g  
Pr e s i d e n t  Cl i n t o n ’ s  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n :  

Si n c e  yo u  sa i d  in  yo u r  rec e n t  sp e e c h  in  Ap r i l  tha t  the  Un i t e d  St a t e s  
wo u l d  “tak e  co n c r e t e  st e p s  tow a r d s  a  wo r l d  wi t h o u t  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s ,”  we  req u e s t  tha t  yo u  tak e  al l  ne c e s s a r y  me a s u r e s  
tow a r d s  tra n s l a t i n g  the  ag r e e d  thi r t e e n  st e p s  int o  rea l i t y  to  fre e  ou r  
wo r l d  fro m  the  thr e a t  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  Co n s i d e r i n g  tha t  the  ne x t  
rev i e w  co n f e r e n c e  of  the  NP T  wi l l  be  he l d  in  20 1 0,  com m i t m e n t  an d  
ge n u i n e  pr o g r e s s  tow a r d s  tho s e  go a l s  is  of  ut m o s t  imp o r t a n c e . 7 

If  nu c l e a r  st a t e s  de m o n s t r a t e  a  ge n u i n e  com m i t m e n t  to  a  com p l e t e  an d  
irr e v e r s i b l e  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t ,  an d  if  a  tim e  tab l e  is  dr a w n  up  to  
pu r s u e  an d  se c u r e  the  go a l ,  it  co u l d  lea d  to  the  com p l e t e  un i v e r s a l i s a t i o n  
of  the  NP T  as  it  wo u l d  op e n  the  po s s i b i l i t y  for  the  las t  thr e e  rem a i n i n g  
co u n t r i e s  to  joi n  the  tre a t y .  
I  ref e r  ag a i n  to  Pr e s i d e n t  Ob a m a  in  hi s  sp e e c h  in  Ca i r o :  “I  un d e r s t a n d  
tho s e  wh o  pr o t e s t  tha t  som e  co u n t r i e s  ha v e  we a p o n s  tha t  ot h e r s  do  no t .  

6 “Towards a World Free of Nuclear Weapons.” Letter of Pax Christi International addressed to 
President Barack Obama, 30 April 2009. Ref: 2009-0292-en-gl-SD.
7 “Towards a World Free of Nuclear Weapons.” Letter of Pax Christi International addressed to 
President Barack Obama, 30 April 2009. Ref: 2009-0292-en-gl-SD.



No  sin g l e  na t i o n  sh o u l d  pi c k  an d  ch o o s e  wh i c h  na t i o n s  ho l d  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s .  Th a t  is  wh y  I st r o n g l y  rea f f i r m e d  Am e r i c a ' s  com m i t m e n t  to  se e k  

a  wo r l d  in  wh i c h  no  na t i o n s  ho l d  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  An d  an y  na t i o n  
- inc l u d i n g  Ira n  - sh o u l d  ha v e  the  rig h t  to  ac c e s s  pe a c e f u l  nu c l e a r  pow e r  if  
it  co m p l i e s  wi t h  its  res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  un d e r  the  nu c l e a r  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  
Tr e a t y .  Th a t  co m m i t m e n t  is  at  the  co r e  of  the  tre a t y ,  an d  it  mu s t  be  ke p t  
for  al l  wh o  ful l y  ab i d e  by  it.  An d  I  am  ho p e f u l  tha t  al l  co u n t r i e s  in  the  
reg i o n  ca n  sh a r e  in  thi s  go a l .” 8

On  6  Ju l y  2009,  US  Pr e s i d e n t  Ba r a c k  Ob a m a  an d  Ru s s i a n  Pr e s i d e n t  
Dm i t r y  Me d v e d e v  ha v e  rea c h e d  an  ou t l i n e  ag r e e m e n t  to  cu t  ba c k  the i r  
na t i o n s ’  st o c k p i l e s  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s . 9 Th e  pla n n e d  ST A R T  
rep l a c e m e n t  tre a t y  —  the  ce n t r e p i e c e  su m m i t  ag r e e m e n t  —  ca l l s  for  ea c h  
sid e  to  red u c e  st r a t e g i c  wa r h e a d s  to  a  ran g e  of  1,500  to  1,675 ,  an d  
st r a t e g i c  de l i v e r y  ve h i c l e s  to  a  ran g e  of  500  to  1, 1 0 0 .  Cu r r e n t  lim i t s  al l o w  
a  ma x i m u m  of  2,200  wa r h e a d s  an d  1,600  lau n c h  ve h i c l e s .  Th e  new  
tre a t y ,  as  co n c e i v e d ,  wo u l d  run  for  10  ye a r s .  Ea c h  sid e  wo u l d  ha v e  sev e n  
ye a r s  to  rea c h  red u c t i o n  go a l s  wi t h  the  fin a l  thr e e  ye a r s  us e d  for  
ve r i f i c a t i o n .  Th e  ac c o r d  wo u l d  rep l a c e  the  199 1  ST A R T  I  tre a t y ,  wh i c h  
ex p i r e s  in  De c e m b e r  2009.

Conclusions  of the  2009  NPT  Prep-Com  Meeting

Be t w e e n  4  and  15  Ma y  2009,  the  Th i r d  Pr e p a r a t o r y  Co m m i t t e e  (Prep-
Co m)  me e t i n g  for  the  20 1 0  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e  of  the  No n- pr o l i f e r a t i o n  
Tr e a t y  (NPT)  wa s  he l d  at  the  UN  He a d q u a r t e r s  in  Ne w  Yo r k .  Th e  ch i e f  
rol e  of  the  Pr e p- Co m  me e t i n g  wa s  to  bu i l d  the  gr o u n d s  for  the  up c o m i n g  
Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e .  Th i s  Pr e p- Co m  me e t i n g ,  the  las t  of  thr e e  se s s i o n s  
be f o r e  the  20 1 0  NP T  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e ,  ful f i l l e d  thi s  rol e  mo r e  tha n  
sa t i s f a c t o r i l y .  Th e  de l e g a t e s ’  un u s u a l l y  sw i f t  ag r e e m e n t  on  the  ag e n d a  for  
the  20 1 0  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e  wa s  fol l o w e d  by  ot h e r  si g n i f i c a n t  pr o c e d u r a l  

8 http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2009/06/20096410251287187.html

9 See at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8136918.stm and http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/9820

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8136918.stm
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2009/06/20096410251287187.html


de c i s i o n s ,  inc l u d i n g  the  ad o p t i o n  of  the  dr a f t  rul e s  of  pr o c e d u r e  an d  the  
de s i g n a t i o n  of  ma i n  ch a i r s  an d  po s t  ho l d e r s  for  the  co n f e r e n c e .  

Ho w e v e r ,  wh a t  the  Pr e p- Co m  di d  no t  ac c o m p l i s h  wa s  the  ad o p t i o n  of  the  
su b s t a n t i v e  rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  for  the  20 1 0  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e ,  in  sp i t e  of  
nu m e r o u s  dr a f t s  ci r c u l a t i n g  til l  the  las t  mi n u t e  of  the  me e t i n g .  Th i s  is  a  
cr u c i a l  ta s k  tha t  the  com m i t t e e  is  fo r m a l l y  req u e s t e d  to  do,  bu t  no  thi r d  
Pr e p- Co m  ha s  ev e r  ma n a g e d  to  rea c h  su c h  an  ag r e e m e n t .  

As  the  Pr e p- Co m  ado p t e d  on l y  a  st r i c t l y  pr o c e d u r a l  fin a l  rep o r t ,  so m e  
di p l o m a t s  ha v e  ch a r a c t e r i z e d  the  2009  Pr e p- Co m  me e t i n g  as  a  
‘procedural success  but substantive failure’.  Ho w e v e r  su c h  as s e s s m e n t  
co u l d  be  ea s i l y  mi s l e a d i n g .  By  try i n g  to  ad o p t  the  rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  at  the  
cos t s  of  dow n g r a d i n g  the  tex t  to  the  low e s t  co m m o n  de n o m i n a t o r ,  the  
Pr e p- Co m  cou l d  ha v e  op e n e d  the  do o r s  for  su b s t a n t i a l  pr o g r e s s  at  the  
up c o m i n g  20 1 0  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e .

Lesson  learnt  for the  2010  NPT  Review  Conference

A  hug e  am o u n t  of  wo r k  is  st i l l  ah e a d  to  ma k e  the  20 1 0  Re v i e w  
Co n f e r e n c e  suc c e s s f u l .  Ho w e v e r  the r e  ar e  at  lea s t  two  fac t o r s  tha t  gi v e  a  
ca u s e  fo r  ho p e .  Th e  fir s t  is  a  new  po s i t i v e  atm o s p h e r e  pr e s e n t  at  the  
me e t i n g  tha n k s  to  the  Ob a m a  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  pr o m i s i n g  ap p r o a c h  to  
di s a r m a m e n t .  Th e  sec o n d  is  the  su c c e s s f u l  ag r e e m e n t  ov e r  pr o c e d u r a l  
iss u e s  du r i n g  the  Pr e p- Co m .  Ev e n  tho u g h  it  ma y  se e m  to  be  a  sm a l l  
ac c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  it  br i n g s  a  gr e a t  ch a n c e  tha t  the  ne x t  ye a r ’ s  co n f e r e n c e  
wi l l  be  ab l e  to  op e n  sm o o t h l y  an d  foc u s  on  the  su b s t a n t i a l  iss u e s  wi t h o u t  
the  fru s t r a t i n g  pr o c e d u r a l  de l a y s  tha t  ma r k e d  the  las t  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e  
in  2005.

Th e  rea l  ch a l l e n g e  fo r  the  20 1 0  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e ,  ho w e v e r ,  is  no t  
ab o u t  wh a t  ki n d  of  do c u m e n t  wi l l  be  ad o p t e d ,  bu t  wh a t  ki n d  of  
ag r e e m e n t s  an d  co m m i t m e n t s  ar e  un d e r t a k e n ,  an d  wh e t h e r  the  NP T  
pa r t i e s  –  st i l l  pr o f o u n d l y  di v i d e d  in  the i r  ne g o t i a t i n g  po s i t i o n s  in  sp i t e  of  
the  imp r o v e d  atm o s p h e r e  –  ha v e  the  po l i t i c a l  wi l l  to  en s u r e  the i r  
imp l e m e n t a t i o n .



Call  from  United  Nations

On  15  Ju n e  2009,  the  UN  Se c r e t a r y  Ge n e r a l  com m e n t e d  on  the  
Co m p r e h e n s i v e  Nu c l e a r- Te s t- Ba n  Tr e a t y  (CTB T)  wi t h  the  fol l o w i n g  
wo r d s :  “The  co n c l u s i o n  of  the  CT B T  mo r e  tha n  a  de c a d e  ag o  wa s  an  
imp o r t a n t  mi l e s t o n e  in  no r m- set t i n g  an d  ma r k e d  a  sig n i f i c a n t  ac h i e v e m e n t  
in  the  fie l d  of  di s a r m a m e n t  an d  no n- pr o l i f e r a t i o n .  Bu t  for  too  lon g,  it  ha s  
no t  be e n  br o u g h t  int o  for c e .  Th e  pr i c e  is  hig h .  Th e r e  is  no  do u b t  tha t  the  
lon g e r  the  Tr e a t y  is  de l a y e d ,  the  gr e a t e r  the  ris k s  an d  co n s e q u e n c e s  tha t  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  wi l l  ag a i n  be  tes t e d .  By  ou t l a w i n g  al l  nu c l e a r  tes t s ,  the  
CT B T  in  for c e  wo u l d  gr e a t l y  co n t r i b u t e  to  glo b a l  ef f o r t s  to  cu r b  the  
pr o l i f e r a t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  wh i l e  ad v a n c i n g  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .” 10

An d  in  the  sa m e  sta t e m e n t ,  Ba n  Ki-mo o n  ref e r r e d  ag a i n  to  No r t h  Ko r e a  
an d  al s o  to  tho s e  wh o  ha v e  no t  ye t  si g n e d  the  Tr e a t y :  

Th e  rec e n t  nu c l e a r  tes t  by  the  De m o c r a t i c  Pe o p l e ’ s  Re p u b l i c  of  
Ko r e a  ha s  rem i n d e d  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  com m u n i t y  of  the  ur g e n c y  of  
br i n g i n g  the  Tr e a t y  int o  for c e  wi t h o u t  fur t h e r  de l a y .  .  .  Le t  me  
rei t e r a t e  my  st r o n g  ap p e a l  tha t  al l  St a t e s  tha t  ha v e  no t  ye t  do n e  so  
sig n  an d  rat i f y  the  Co m p r e h e n s i v e  Nu c l e a r- Te s t- Ba n  Tr e a t y  as  
pr o m p t l y  as  po s s i b l e .  I  ha v e  pu b l i c l y  ad v o c a t e d  the  imp o r t a n c e  of  
the  en t r y  int o  for c e  of  the  Tr e a t y  wh e n e v e r  po s s i b l e ,  inc l u d i n g  in  
mu l t i l a t e r a l  an d  bi l a t e r a l  se t t i n g s .   Th e  int e r n a t i o n a l  co m m u n i t y  
sh o u l d  se i z e  the  cu r r e n t  mo m e n t . 1 1

Pr e s i d e n t  Ba r a c k  Ob a m a  su p p o r t s  the  rap i d  en a c t m e n t  of  the  CT B T .  Th e  
CT B T  wo u l d  pr o h i b i t  nu c l e a r  tes t s ,  hin d e r i n g  co u n t r i e s  fro m  en h a n c i n g  
ex i s t i n g  ar s e n a l s  or  de v e l o p i n g  wa r h e a d s  in  the  fir s t  pl a c e .  Th e  CT B T  

10 Statement by the Secretary-General – On the urgency of the entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty, 15 June 2009, unoda-web@un.org

11 Statement by the Secretary-General – On the urgency of the entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty, 15 June 2009, unoda-web@un.org



tr e a t y  sh o u l d  go  thr o u g h  the  US  Se n a t e .  Ge t t i n g  to  ze r o  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  
wi l l  no t  be  ea s y ,  bu t  it  is  po s s i b l e .  No w ,  en e r g y  an d  ac t i v i s m  is  ne e d e d  to  
co n v i n c e  Co n g r e s s  to  su p p o r t  pr e s i d e n t i a l  in i t i a t i v e s  to  red u c e  the  nu c l e a r  
da n g e r .  Ag a i n  tur n i n g  to  the  wo r d s  of  the  UN  Se c r e t a r y  Ge n e r a l  up o n  the  
sig n i n g  of  the  Tr e a t y :  

I  pa r t i c u l a r l y  co m m e n d  the  new  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  for  its  ple d g e s  to  
wo r k  tow a r d  U.S.  rat i f i c a t i o n  of  the  Tr e a t y ,  wh i c h  I  be l i e v e  wo u l d  
ad d  gr e a t e r  imp e t u s  in  thi s  en d e a v o u r . 12  

Th e r e  is  now  a  hi s t o r i c  op p o r t u n i t y  to  ful f i l  the  pr o m i s e  of  a  nu c l e a r- fre e  
wo r l d  ma d e  in  the  1968  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  (NPT). Th i s  is  po s s i b l e  if  
go v e r n m e n t  lea d e r s  cl e a r l y  sp e a k  ou t  NO W  in  no  un c e r t a i n  ter m s  an d  if  
the y  tak e  res o l u t e  st e p s  in  thi s  di r e c t i o n .

Action  Now

Pa x  Ch r i s t i  Int e r n a t i o n a l  ur g e n t l y  as k s  the  US A  go v e r n m e n t  to  tak e  ac t i o n  
rig h t  no w  by: 13

1. De c l a r i n g  of f i c i a l l y  tha t  it  su p p o r t s  the  ca l l  for  a  wo r l d  co m p l e t e l y  
fre e  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  by  the  ye a r  2020.

2. Sp e a k i n g  ou t  in  fav o u r  of  a  Eu r o p e  fre e  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  by  
20 1 5 .  

3. Se e k i n g  su p p o r t  for  thi s  ca l l  fro m  al l  Eu r o p e a n  co u n t r i e s  an d  NA T O  
al l i e s .

4. Ur g i n g ,  at  the  2009  NA T O  sum m i t ,  to  en d  the  po l i t i c a l  an d  mi l i t a r y  
rol e  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  in  NA T O ’ s  sec u r i t y  po l i c y .

5. Ad v o c a t i n g  tha t  nu c l e a r  wa r h e a d s  ar e  no  lon g e r  ke p t  on  ha i r- tr i g g e r  
al e r t  bu t  ar e  st o r e d  sa f e l y  an d  ap a r t  fro m  the i r  de l i v e r y  sy s t e m s .  

12 Statement by the Secretary-General – On the urgency of the entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty, 15 June 2009, unoda-web@un.org

13 “Appeal for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons” Nuclear Disarmament Advocacy Package Pax Christi 
International, March 2009. Ref. 2009-0234-en-gl-SD.



6. Pr o m o t i n g  tha t  the r e  is  vis i b l e  pr o g r e s s  on  the  rat i f i c a t i o n  an d  
sig n i n g  of  the  Co m p r e h e n s i v e  Nu c l e a r  Te s t  Ba n  Tr e a t y  (CTB T)  
en t e r s  int o  for c e  no  lat e r  tha n  the  20 1 0  NP T  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e ,  as  
to  al l o w  for  an  en t r y  int o  for c e  as  ea r l y  as  po s s i b l e .  

7. Di s c o u r a g i n g  an y  fur t h e r  mo d e r n i s a t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  an d  
the i r  de l i v e r y  sy s t e m s .

8. P r o m o t i n g  ag r e e m e n t  on  a  tre a t y  tha t  for b i d s  pr o d u c t i o n  of  fis s i l e  
ma t e r i a l s  for  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  in  the  20 1 0  NP T  Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e .  

9. Pr o m o t i n g  su p r a n a t i o n a l  co n t r o l  of  the  en t i r e  fis s i l e  ma t e r i a l  cy c l e  of  
nu c l e a r  ma t e r i a l s ,  al s o  as  a  wa y  to  pr e v e n t  nu c l e a r  ter r o r i s m .

10. Re f r a i n i n g  fro m  de p l o y i n g  a  mi s s i l e  de f e n c e  sh i e l d  in  Eu r o p e .

Co n c r e t e  st e p s  ne e d  to  be  tak e n  tha t  en h a n c e  a  ba s i s  of  tru s t  an d  
sec u r i t y .  Th e  en d i n g  of  the  rol e  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  in  NA T O  se c u r i t y  
po l i c y ,  an d  ne g o t i a t i n g  the  ret u r n  of  US  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  cu r r e n t l y  
st a t i o n e d  in  NA T O  Me m b e r  St a t e s  pr o v i d e  a  tim e l y ,  fea s i b l e  an d  elo q u e n t  
wa y  to  no t  on l y  st r e n g t h e n  the  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t  pr o c e s s  its e l f ,  bu t  fo r  
nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t  an d  co m m o n  sec u r i t y  to  be c o m e  or g a n i s i n g  
pr i n c i p l e s  for  int e r s t a t e  rel a t i o n s .

To  tra n s l a t e  the  vis i o n  for  su s t a i n a b l e  jus t  pe a c e  an d  a  wo r l d  fre e  of  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  int o  rea l i t y ,  the  wo r l d  co m m u n i t y  of  na t i o n s  an d  pe o p l e s  
ne e d  to  wo r k  tir e l e s s l y  to  de v e l o p  st r o n g  co h e r e n t  na t i o n a l  an d  
int e r n a t i o n a l  po l i c i e s  to  fur t h e r  gl o b a l  hu m a n  se c u r i t y  ba s e d  on  
int e r n a t i o n a l  ag r e e m e n t s  wi t h  st r i n g e n t  com p l i a n c e  an d  ve r i f i c a t i o n  
me a s u r e s .  Wi t h  the  gr a d u a l  de v e l o p m e n t  of  su s t a i n a b l e  al t e r n a t i v e  
me a n s  to  pe a c e  an d  se c u r i t y ,  the  hu m a n  an d  ec o n o m i c  res o u r c e s  sa v e d  
in  res e a r c h ,  de v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  pr o d u c t i o n  of  arm a m e n t s  ca n  be  
tra n s f e r r e d  to  ge n u i n e  hu m a n  de v e l o p m e n t .

Role  of the  Churches

Bo t h  the  Ca t h o l i c  Ch u r c h  an d  the  Wo r l d  Co u n c i l  of  Ch u r c h e s  ha v e  
reg u l a r l y  an d  co n s i s t e n t l y  ple a d e d  for  co m p l e t e  nu c l e a r  dis a r m a m e n t .



On  the  oc c a s i o n  of  the  me e t i n g  of  the  Pr e p C o m  of  the  Ap r i l  199 8  NP T ,  
the  Wo r l d  Co u n c i l  of  Ch u r c h e s  an d  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  In t e r n a t i o n a l  iss u e d  a  
com m o n  sta t e m e n t :  “Act  now  for nuclear  abolition.”  Ko n r a d  Ka i s e r ,  
Se c r e t a r y- Ge n e r a l  of  the  Wo r l d  Co u n c i l  of  Ch u r c h e s  an d  Ca r d i n a l  
Go d f r i e d  Da n n e e l s ,  Pr e s i d e n t  of  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  Int e r n a t i o n a l ,  ar g u e d  in  thi s  
st a t e m e n t :  

Nu c l e a r  we a p o n s ,  wh e t h e r  us e d  or  thr e a t e n e d ,  ar e  gr o s s l y  ev i l  an d  
mo r a l l y  wr o n g .  As  an  ins t r u m e n t  of  ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n ,  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s  sla u g h t e r  the  inn o c e n t  an d  rav a g e  the  en v i r o n m e n t .   …  
Wh e n  us e d  as  ins t r u m e n t  of  de t e r r e n c e ,  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  he l d  
inn o c e n t  pe o p l e  ho s t a g e  for  po l i t i c a l  an d  mi l i t a r y  pu r p o s e s .  
Th e r e f o r e ,  the  do c t r i n e  of  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  is  mo r a l l y  co r r u p t . 14  

No  Victors,  Only  Victims

In  Ja n u a r y  2006,  Po p e  Be n e d i c t  XV I  st a t e d  cle a r l y  “In  a  nu c l e a r  wa r  the r e  
wo u l d  be  no  vic t o r s ,  on l y  vi c t i m s .”  He  ca l l e d  on  tho s e  co u n t r i e s  in  
po s s e s s i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  to  “str i v e  for  a  pr o g r e s s i v e  an d  co n c e r t e d  
nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .”  Pa x  Ch r i s t i  Int e r n a t i o n a l  ful l y  su p p o r t s  the s e  
ef f o r t s  of  bo t h  the  WC C  and  the  Ho l y  Se e .  It  ag r e e s  tha t  mo r e  co u l d  be  
do n e-  ev e n  by  ou r  mo v e m e n t-  to  mo b i l i s e  Ch u r c h e s  an d  Re l i g i o n s  by  
be c o m i n g  ac t o r s  an d  pr o p h e t s  for  pe a c e  an d  di s a r m a m e n t .

Th e  rel i g i o n s  of  the  wo r l d  ne e d  to  pr o c l a i m  tha t  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  an d  
hu m a n  sec u r i t y  ca n n o t  co- ex i s t .  De f i n i t i v e  Ca t h o l i c  tea c h i n g  on  nu c l e a r  
de t e r r e n c e  is  fou n d  in  Va t i c a n  II  an d  su b s e q u e n t  st a t e m e n t s  by  Po p e  
Jo h n  Pa u l  II.   Va t i c a n  Co u n c i l  II  tau g h t :

A n y  ac t  of  wa r  aim e d  ind i s c r i m i n a t e l y  at  the  de s t r u c t i o n  of  en t i r e  
cit i e s  or  of  ex t e n s i v e  ar e a s  alo n g  wi t h  the i r  po p u l a t i o n  is  a  cr i m e  

14 Act now for Nuclear Abolition; Statement addressed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)  
Preparatory Committee. Godfried Cardinal Danneels, President of Pax Christi International and Rev. 
Dr Konrad Raiser, General Secretary World Council of Churches, March 1998. Ref. SD07E97.



ag a i n s t  Go d  an d  ma n  him s e l f .   It  me r i t s  un e q u i v o c a l  an d  
un h e s i t a t i n g  co n d e m n a t i o n . 15   

Th e  Catechism of the Catholic Church, pu b l i s h e d  in  1992  on  the  thi r t i e t h  
an n i v e r s a r y  of  the  op e n i n g  of  the  Va t i c a n  Co u n c i l ,  af f i r m e d  the  pe r m a n e n t  
va l i d i t y  of  the  mo r a l  law  du r i n g  ar m e d  co n f l i c t .   It  st a t e d ,  “The  me r e  fac t  
tha t  wa r  ha s  reg r e t t a b l y  br o k e n  ou t  do e s  no t  me a n  tha t  ev e r y t h i n g  
be c o m e s  lic i t  be t w e e n  the  wa r r i n g  pa r t i e s .”  It  wa r n s  ag a i n s t  mo d e r n  
wa r f a r e  an d  the  op p o r t u n i t y  it  pr o v i d e s  to  co m m i t  cr i m e s  ag a i n s t  Go d  an d  
ma n  thr o u g h  the  us e  of  at o m i c ,  bio l o g i c a l ,  an d  ch e m i c a l  we a p o n s .  Th e  
Catechism al s o  dr a w s  at t e n t i o n  to  the  “rig o r o u s  co n s i d e r a t i o n ”  tha t  mu s t  
be  gi v e n  to  cla i m s  of  leg i t i m a t e  de f e n c e ,  st a t i n g :   “The  us e  of  arm s  mu s t  
no t  pr o d u c e  ev i l s  an d  di s o r d e r s  gr a v e r  tha n  the  ev i l  to  be  el i m i n a t e d .   Th e  
po w e r  of  mo d e r n  me a n s  of  de s t r u c t i o n  we i g h s  ve r y  he a v i l y  in  ev a l u a t i n g  
thi s  co n d i t i o n .”

Deterrence  must  lead  to Disarmament

Th o u g h  the y  el a b o r a t e d  the i r  co n c e r n  tha t  a  un i v e r s a l  pu b l i c  au t h o r i t y ,  
ce r t a i n l y  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s ,  be  pu t  in  pla c e  to  ou t l a w  wa r ,  the  Co u n c i l  of  
Va t i c a n  II  ra t h e r  gr u d g i n g l y  ac c e p t e d  the  st r a t e g y  of  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e .  
Th e  ac c u m u l a t i o n  of  arm s ,  the y  sa i d ,  se r v e s  “as  a  de t e r r e n t  to  po s s i b l e  
en e m y  at t a c k .”   Th u s  “pea c e  of  a  so r t”  is  ma i n t a i n e d ,  tho u g h  the  ba l a n c e  
res u l t i n g  fro m  the  ar m s  rac e  thr e a t e n s  to  lea d  to  wa r ,  no t  el i m i n a t e  it.  
Po p e  Jo h n  Pa u l  II  re f i n e d  the  Ca t h o l i c  po s i t i o n  on  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  in  a  
me s s a g e  to  the  U.N.  Se c o n d  Sp e c i a l  Se s s i o n  on  Di s a r m a m e n t  in  198 2 :

In  cu r r e n t  co n d i t i o n s ,  “de t e r r e n c e ”  ba s e d  on  ba l a n c e ,  
ce r t a i n l y  no t  as  an  en d  in  its e l f  bu t  as  a  st e p  on  the  wa y  
tow a r d s  a  pr o g r e s s i v e  di s a r m a m e n t ,  ma y  st i l l  be  jud g e d  
mo r a l l y  ac c e p t a b l e .  No n e t h e l e s s ,  in  or d e r  to  en s u r e  
pe a c e ,  it  is  ind i s p e n s a b l e  no t  to  be  sa t i s f i e d  wi t h  the  
mi n i m u m ,  wh i c h  is  al w a y s  su s c e p t i b l e  to  the  rea l  da n g e r  of  
ex p l o s i o n .
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In  thi s  st a t e m e n t ,  it  is  rea d i l y  se e n  tha t  de t e r r e n c e ,  in  or d e r  to  be  
ac c e p t a b l e ,  mu s t  lea d  to  dis a r m a m e n t  me a s u r e s .  Co n s e q u e n t l y ,  
de t e r r e n c e  as  a  sin g l e ,  pe r m a n e n t  po l i c y  is  no t  ac c e p t a b l e .   Th e  
Am e r i c a n  Bi s h o p s ’  198 3  Pa s t o r a l  Le t t e r  on  Wa r  an d  Pe a c e  too k  up  thi s  
the m e .  Th o u g h  the  bi s h o p s  ex p r e s s e d  a  str o n g  “no”  to  nu c l e a r  wa r ,  
de c l a r i n g  tha t  a  nu c l e a r  res p o n s e  to  a  co n v e n t i o n a l  at t a c k  is  “mo r a l l y  
un j u s t i f i a b l e ,”  an d  we r e  sc e p t i c a l  tha t  an y  nu c l e a r  wa r  co u l d  av o i d  the  
ma s s i v e  ki l l i n g  of  civ i l i a n s ,  the  bi s h o p s  ga v e  a  “str i c t l y  co n d i t i o n e d  mo r a l  
ac c e p t a n c e  of  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e .”

In  a  fiv e- ye a r  fol l o w- up  to  the i r  let t e r ,  the  bi s h o p s  se t  ou t  cr i t e r i a  to  be  me t  
in  or d e r  to  co n t i n u e  thi s  mo r a l l y  jus t i f i a b l e  ba s i s  for  de t e r r e n c e .   Fo r  
ex a m p l e ,  the  Bi s h o p s  sa i d  tha t ,  in  or d e r  to  be  ac c e p t a b l e ,  nu c l e a r  
de t e r r e n c e  co u l d  no t  be  ba s e d  on  the  di r e c t  tar g e t i n g  of  ur b a n  
po p u l a t i o n s .   Al s o ,  the  bi s h o p s  op p o s e d  we a p o n s  com b i n i n g  siz e ,  
ac c u r a c y  an d  mu l t i p l e  wa r h e a d s  in  a  cr e d i b l e  fir s t- st r i k e  po s t u r e .   A  
su b s e q u e n t  fol l o w- up  in  1993 ,  “The  Ha r v e s t  of  Ju s t i c e  Is  So w n  in  Pe a c e ,”  
rep e a t e d  tha t  “nuc l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  ma y  be  jus t i f i e d  on l y  as  a  st e p  on  the  
wa y  tow a r d  pr o g r e s s i v e  di s a r m a m e n t .”   Th e  Bi s h o p s  he l d  tha t  “sec u r i t y  
lies  in  the  ab o l i t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  an d  the  st r e n g t h e n i n g  of  
int e r n a t i o n a l  law.”

As  the  1990 s  pr o g r e s s e d ,  it  be c a m e  cle a r  tha t  U.S.  po l i c y  wa s  no t  mo v i n g  
tow a r d s  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .  Ev e n  be f o r e  the  ar r i v a l  of  the  Bu s h  
Adm i n i s t r a t i o n  in  200 1 ,  the  U.S.  re j e c t e d  a  no- fir s t- us e  po l i c y  an d  ad o p t e d  
fle x i b l e  tar g e t e d  st r a t e g i e s  to  us e  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  ei t h e r  pr e- em p t i v e l y  or  
in  res p o n s e  to  ch e m i c a l  an d  bio l o g i c a l  we a p o n  at t a c k s .  Th e  Bu s h  
ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  Nu c l e a r  Po s t u r e  Re v i e w  ex p l i c a t e d  the  ma i n t e n a n c e  of  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  for  wa r- fig h t i n g  st r a t e g i e s .

In  199 8 ,  se e i n g  the  ins t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  tak i n g  pl a c e ,  
75  U.S.  Ca t h o l i c  Bi s h o p s  sig n e d  a  sta t e m e n t  cr i t i c i z i n g  the  U.S.  for  
mo v i n g  be y o n d  or i g i n a l  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  po l i c i e s  “to  wh i c h  we  
gr u d g i n g l y  ga v e  ou r  mo r a l  ap p r o v a l  in  198 3 .”  Th e  bi s h o p s  sa i d  the y  we r e  
pa i n f u l l y  aw a r e  tha t  ma n y  po l i c y m a k e r s  si n c e r e l y  be l i e v e  tha t  po s s e s s i n g  



nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  is  vit a l  for  na t i o n a l  se c u r i t y .   “We  ar e  co n v i n c e d ,  tho u g h ,  
tha t  it  is  no t .   Ins t e a d ,  the y  ma k e  the  wo r l d  a  mo r e  da n g e r o u s  pl a c e .”

W e  ca n n o t  de l a y  an y  lon g e r .  Nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  as  a  na t i o n a l  
po l i c y  mu s t  be  co n d e m n e d  as  mo r a l l y  ab h o r r e n t  be c a u s e  it  is  
the  ex c u s e  an d  jus t i f i c a t i o n  for  the  co n t i n u e d  po s s e s s i o n  an d  
fur t h e r  de v e l o p m e n t  of  the s e  ho r r e n d o u s  we a p o n s .

In  199 7 ,  the  Ho l y  Se e’ s  Pe r m a n e n t  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  at  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s ,  
Ar c h b i s h o p  Re n a t o  Ma r t i n o ,  wa s  mo v i n g  in  the  sa m e  dir e c t i o n  wh e n  he  
tol d  the  U.N.  Co m m i t t e e  on  Di s a r m a m e n t :

Nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  ar e  inc o m p a t i b l e  wi t h  the  pe a c e  we  se e k  for  
the  21 st ce n t u r y .  Th e y  ca n n o t  be  jus t i f i e d .   Th e y  de s e r v e  
co n d e m n a t i o n .   Th e  pr e s e r v a t i o n  of  the  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  
Tr e a t y  de m a n d s  an  un e q u i v o c a l  com m i t m e n t  to  the i r  ab o l i t i o n .  
… T h i s  is  a  mo r a l  ch a l l e n g e ,  a  leg a l  ch a l l e n g e  an d  a  po l i t i c a l  
ch a l l e n g e .   Th a t  mu l t i p l e- ba s e d  ch a l l e n g e  mu s t  be  me t  by  the  
ap p l i c a t i o n  of  ou r  hu m a n i t y .

In  hi s  ad d r e s s  the  fol l o w i n g  ye a r ,  Ar c h b i s h o p  Ma r t i n o  sa i d :

Th e  mo s t  pe r i l o u s  of  al l  the  old  Co l d  Wa r  as s u m p t i o n s  
ca r r i e d  int o  the  ne w  age  is  the  be l i e f  tha t  the  st r a t e g y  of  
nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  is  es s e n t i a l  to  a  na t i o n ’ s  se c u r i t y .  
Ma i n t a i n i n g  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  int o  the  21 st ce n t u r y  wi l l  no t  
ai d  bu t  imp e d e  pe a c e .  Nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  pr e v e n t s  
ge n u i n e  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .  It  ma i n t a i n s  an  
un a c c e p t a b l e  he g e m o n y  ov e r  no n- nu c l e a r  de v e l o p m e n t  
for  the  po o r e s t  ha l f  of  the  wo r l d ’ s  po p u l a t i o n .  It  is  a  
fun d a m e n t a l  ob s t a c l e  to  ac h i e v i n g  a  ne w  ag e  of  gl o b a l  
se c u r i t y .

Th e  Ho l y  Se e  sp o k e s m a n  ag a i n  ca l l e d  for  “the  ab o l i t i o n  of  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s  thr o u g h  a  un i v e r s a l ,  no n- di s c r i m i n a t o r y  ba n  wi t h  ins p e c t i o n  by  a  
un i v e r s a l  au t h o r i t y .”



At  the  2005  No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  (NPT) Re v i e w  Co n f e r e n c e ,  the  Ho l y  
Se e  ma d e  it  cl e a r  tha t  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e ,  in  the  mo d e r n  co n t e x t ,  ca n n o t  
cl a i m  an y  mo r a l  leg i t i m a c y .  Ar c h b i s h o p  Ce l e s t i n o  Mi g l i o r e ,  Pe r m a n e n t  
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the  Ho l y  Se e  at  the  U.N.,  st a t e d :

W h e n  the  Ho l y  Se e  ex p r e s s e d  its  lim i t e d  ac c e p t a n c e  of  
nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  du r i n g  the  Co l d  Wa r ,  it  wa s  wi t h  the  cle a r l y  
st a t e d  co n d i t i o n  tha t  de t e r r e n c e  wa s  on l y  a  ste p  on  the  wa y  
tow a r d s  pr o g r e s s i v e  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .  Th e  Ho l y  Se e  ha s  
ne v e r  co u n t e n a n c e d  nu c l e a r  de t e r r e n c e  as  a  pe r m a n e n t  
me a s u r e ,  no r  do e s  it  tod a y  wh e n  it  is  ev i d e n t  tha t  nu c l e a r  
de t e r r e n c e  dr i v e s  the  de v e l o p m e n t  of  ev e r  ne w e r  nu c l e a r  
arm s ,  thu s  pr e v e n t i n g  ge n u i n e  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .

A r c h b i s h o p  Mi g l i o r e  wa r n e d  tha t  the  new  thr e a t  of  gl o b a l  ter r o r i s m  mu s t  
no t  be  al l o w e d  to  un d e r m i n e  the  pr e c e p t s  of  int e r n a t i o n a l  hu m a n i t a r i a n  
law.   In  ad d i t i o n ,  “nuc l e a r  we a p o n s ,  ev e n  so- ca l l e d  ‘low- yie l d’  we a p o n s ,  
en d a n g e r  the  pr o c e s s e s  of  lif e  an d  ca n  lea d  to  ex t e n d e d  co n f l i c t .”

Nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  as s a u l t  lif e  on  the  pla n e t ,  the y  as s a u l t  the  
pl a n e t  its e l f ,  an d  in  so  do i n g  the y  as s a u l t  the  pr o c e s s  of  the  
co n t i n u i n g  de v e l o p m e n t  of  the  pla n e t .  Th e  pr e s e r v a t i o n  of  the  
No n- Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  de m a n d s  an  un e q u i v o c a l  
com m i t m e n t  to  ge n u i n e  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t .

In  the  eyes  of Pax  Christi  International,  the  Catholic  Church  
should  state  that  “nuclear  weapons  are  evil  and  immoral  
and  must  be  eliminated  as  a  precondition  to  obtaining  
peace.”

Th e  on l y  mo r a l l y  res p o n s i b l e  ap p r o a c h  is  the  el i m i n a t i o n  of  al l  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s .   It  is  no t  mo r a l l y  pe r m i s s i b l e  for  som e  sta t e s  to  ke e p  for  
the m s e l v e s  the  rig h t  to  ma i n t a i n  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  wh i l e  pr o s c r i b i n g  the i r  
ac q u i s i t i o n  by  ot h e r s .  A  two- cla s s  wo r l d ,  of  nu c l e a r  ha v e s  an d  ha v e  no t s  
is,  in  ad d i t i o n  to  be i n g  un s u s t a i n a b l e ,  gr o s s l y  imm o r a l .  We  hop e  the  US  
Co n f e r e n c e  of  Ca t h o l i c  Bi s h o p s ,  wh o  ha v e  de m o n s t r a t e d  gr e a t  lea d e r s h i p  



in  the  pa s t  an d  ha v e  rec e n t l y  re l e a s e d  a  let t e r  to  Se c r e t a r y  of  St a t e  Hi l l a r y  
Cl i n t o n  af f i r m i n g  the  com m i t m e n t  to  a  nu c l e a r- fre e  wo r l d ,  wi l l  so o n  st a t e  
thi s  un e q u i v o c a l l y .

What  you  can  do

1. Co n t a c t  yo u r  se n a t o r  an d  ur g e  the m  to  su p p o r t  U.S.  rat i f i c a t i o n  of  
the  Co m p r e h e n s i v e  Te s t  Ba n  Tr e a t y .  

2. Ur g e  yo u r  se n a t o r  to  su p p o r t  the  wi t h d r a w a l  of  US  tac t i c a l  nu c l e a r  
we a p o n s  fro m  Eu r o p e a n  NA T O  Me m b e r  St a t e  ai r f o r c e- ba s i s .

3. Jo i n  the  Int e r n a t i o n a l  Da y  of  Pe a c e ,  ob s e r v e d  ea c h  ye a r  on  21  
Se p t e m b e r ,  as  a  glo b a l  ca l l  for  ce a s e f i r e  an d  no n- vio l e n c e .  It  is  a  
tim e  to  ref l e c t  on  the  ho r r o r  an d  cos t  of  wa r  an d  the  be n e f i t s  of  
pe a c e f u l l y  res o l v i n g  ou r  di s p u t e s .  Th i s  ye a r ,  we  wi l l  us e  thi s  
imp o r t a n t  da y  to  as k  Go v e r n m e n t s  an d  cit i z e n s  of  the  wo r l d  to  foc u s  
on  the  imp o r t a n t  iss u e s  of  nu c l e a r  di s a r m a m e n t  an d  no n-
pr o l i f e r a t i o n .   

Cl a u d e t t e  We r l e i g h
Se c r e t a r y  Ge n e r a l
2009- 0407- en- gl-SD.


